H 353 S=HSAdTY 14 FHLEL

The 35th Space Prize for International Students of Architecture Design
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Architecture vs. the Machine

Qb7| s (Bt YLt W4, AnLstudio AE X}

Keehyun Ahn(Professor_Hanyang University, Founder_AnLstudio)

OtASIM 2. 2022 H H| 35 3
A

St YL M= MS0M ot
22 =Y HYS ofd AsHH

Hello, this is Keehyun Ahn who is in charge of presenting and judging the 35th space
prize for International Student of Architecture Design in 2022. As an educator in Seoul, |
teach students, and at the same time as an architect, | am working on various scales of

architectural work.
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The theme of 2022 competition is Architecture vs. the Machine, in other word with

detail, | can say, architecture and machine, new possibilities at the intersection
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In the competition 2022, | want to focus on the story of our future. It is also a very

important role for the architect to suggest architectural solutions to various social



conflicts occurring in a changing world, various socio-cultural issues arising from the
principles of the capitalist market and the urban political system. However, in this
competition, | hope to imagine a leap forward to the future rather than solutions for

current problems.
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Regarding this, | was wondering where we can start the imagination, especially the
architectural imagination of the future, | would like to start with a machine that

constantly develops and innovates to change our present and up-coming future.
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Architecture has been constantly changing along with machines. As a very simple
example, the bigger TV screen changed the width and depth of our living room. The
refrigerator changed the size of the kitchen. Likewise, these kinds of device constantly
changing the living space. The high-rise buildings you see while passing through the
street were made possible by elevators. Department stores and shopping malls are
getting bigger and bigger. What made this possible was the presence of escalators and

elevators.
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Vehicles made long-distance travel convenient and have made Mega-cities
possible, such as Seoul. At the same time, they occupy a large part of the bottom of
this city, and this parking lots is a huge constraint on construction and has become a

burden we always have to carry.
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The rapid pace of global development has been accelerating and the pandemic
was another opportunity to further propel the progress. With the internet, mobile
devices, and cloud servers, it is no longer necessary to work together in one place. Like

what | am doing now, you can hear my voice through Youtube.

In addition, while the mobile device and artificial intelligence are interlocked to
evolve the distribution system of a huge city, a warehouse that used to be in a local city

is now permeating all over the city in order to deliver package in a day.
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Radio-frequency identification (RFID) in mobile phones and Closed-circuit
television (CCTV) cameras installed everywhere converts people’s consumption behavior
and behavior patterns into big data. They are able to predict not only the business
feasibility of local alley stores but also, product to be displayed at big mart stalls. Good
Design is no longer the only solution architects think of. Machines are helping to make

the world richer and better in a precise way with data.
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At the same time, not only the physical world but also the virtual space is developing.
When we use headgear, we can access a virtual world where there are no physical
restrictions, and in this world, we are creating new identity and new stories. In addition,
drones and electric vehicles and autonomous driving are demanding changes to gas

stations, parking lots, and other various spaces.

28 O Asks O Ol At

C|XtQl Z|O{OF St 1 QYA B

A ASHE o IsAE UEE =

NSA =AM BEE EAIE AEED A0 BEE HIES ZHSED U
o
=

H’S..j | EREf dA0 e 22 &=0 A= AUASKE ZA| HITE

=
|0 1%
o

fo ok Ho
|
u
5Q ol
i
ot
}
o
0
2
fim]

-+
_?i

Self-driving autonomous vehicles no longer has to be designed as a typical car with
driver seats, but as a new physical space. It demands imagination about what we can do
in it. Automobile companies not only produce cars, but also plan the new type of cities
with their vision. Last year, Toyota in Japan and Hyundai Motor Company in Korea

released a new urban planning announcement, stating their city vision.
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As described, many changes are unfolding in our lives from hardware to
software. Is there anything that architecture can respond to this phenomenon? |
thought that we should think about how we should approach the architecture in this

situation.
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In 1923 almost hundred years ago, Le Corbusier in his publication ‘Towards a
New Architecture’, insisted that ‘A house is a machine for living in’. It was the result of
mass production and standardization from a new spirit defining the industrial age and
observations from machines such as automobiles, airplanes, and passenger ships. From
it. Which we all know too well, a new residential space was created. It was said to
understand and utilize the meaning and aesthetics of machines. The machines’

functionality, standardization, and logical disposition can contribute to architecture.

Almost a century later, wouldn't we be in a similar situation? Obviously, We feel

newness through machines and technologies, and the cell phone in my hand speaks to



a different world, | would like ask you to think about how the space and architecture

responds to it.
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Therefore, our project or aim in this competition is a question about how
architecture should respond to the rapidly changing world of technology and machines.
It is hoped that architecture will be not only a passive receptor for the machine, but an
active entity that can actively respond and utilize it. Rather than blindly accepting the
ability of a new machine that intervenes in our daily lives, the goal of this competition is
to update such a part as to what it will mean as an architect and what value can be

added to the space, and to maximize the goal.
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It may seem a bit unfamiliar and difficult. However, | guess that you, as student, will be
the most proactive in participating in such an imaginary subject. The word “machine”
denoted here is reference not only with regards to it being a tool or equipment, but
also means a device that uses power to move or do work. It encompasses computers

and current array of digital products as well as artificial intelligence (Al). The solution



will be diverse; proposals free and unrestricted. It could be bold; delicate and sensitive.

It may be the co-existence, exclusion or fusion of architecture and machine.
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In this regard, | have written some questions in the brief. To put it very briefly,

Does the machine (technology) require a new change in architecture? Or, as an
architect, how far we can propose in response to the machine, even though we don't
know much the machine and the inside of the machine ? | wonder if it could be
something different from where we used to be. Even | think how architecture can
influence machines, as the machine can influence architecture. This kind of thinking

will definitely be a valuable starting point.
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As a first explanation of the competition brief, rather than giving a specific example, |
will only say this to increase your imagination. In this competition, we will focus on A
new look of architecture that responds to machines. our imagination rather than social

perception.



| expect you to approach it with the idea of designing the world in a game or imagining
that we create a fantasy.
We are not looking for the solution to change world or to resolve many issues. But |

think this imagination might open up a new perspective and new way of thinking for us.
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Finally, as mentioned at the beginning, | hope that the aim of the competition is to
imagine the future or the change or vision of the future society. The attitudes and forms
you propose are experimental and provocative, and become a new archetype that has
never been seen before. It could be the creation of a new story about the space,
architecture, and city in which we will live. As young architect, you have more potential

of new imagination.
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| look forward to your participation and | hope that it will become a new or further

architectural discourse. Thank you.



